376                THE DISRUPTION OF AMERICAN DEMOCRACY
secede. The more emotional were loud in their demands for immediate
action. The cooler heads were less evident. The Democratic machines
responded immediately.
The Governor of Alabama led off. He did not believe he could
legally issue a proclamation calling for a secession convention until
the Electors had chosen Lincoln the first week of December. Yet he
welcomed a letter from prominent citizens, to which he replied No-
vember 14 that he would summon the voters to an election December
24 to choose delegates to a state convention. On that same day the Gov-
ernor of Mississippi called the legislature in special session to meet
November 26.8
In Georgia, the legislature realized that public opinion was much
less unanimous than in South Carolina, Alabama, and Mississippi.
There was strong Union sentiment in that state; Brepkinridge had not
been able to carry a majority of the voters with him, the Bell and Doug-
las supporters had outvoted their more radical opponents. Therefore
the leaders invited eighteen of the most prominent men of the state,
embracing all shades of opinion, to address them. Alexander H. Ste-
phens appeared and made so strong an appeal for caution that he is
credited with persuading the leaders to abandon their original plan of
seceding immediately by action of the legislature. Instead they voted on
November 18 to call a convention which was to be elected on January 2.
Within three days thereafter the Governor of Louisiana called a special
session of his legislature for December 10.9
The Mississippi and Florida legislatures on November 29 and 30
called elections which were to be held December 20 and 24. Louisiana
on December 11 called one for January 7. There the smooth progress
of taking the polls of public opinion seemed to stop. It was quite ap-
parent that the legislatures of Arkansas and North Carolina would
take no action, and even in Texas there was a snag. Governor Sam
Houston refused to summon the legislature, and so the secessionists
had to construct machinery. An irregular convention finally gathered
December 3 and issued an address calling for an informal election
January 8 to choose members of a state convention to consider the fate-
ful question.10
The border states showed no interest giving real hope of immediate